
 

 

What an amazing first month of school!  Our third graders are navigating the hallways 

well and seem to be quickly acclimating themselves to the new building!  Our fourth graders 

are reveling in the fact that they are no longer the little “men and women on campus” while 

the fifth graders don’t quite realize that they now are!  The faculty and staff are excited to be 

back to start another great year for the entire Laddie A. Decker Sound Beach School commu-

nity. 

We were fortunate enough to return to a sparkling building thanks to our hard-

working custodial crews.  We were pleased to have so many families join us here for our 

Open House evenings!  If you missed our Open House meeting and would like to see the 

Power Point regarding the school-wide information, please click here.   

Our website has a plethora of information that you may find helpful.  In addition to 

the “Teacher Sites” and “Important Information” tab, please be sure to check out the “Parent 

Tools” section of the LADSBS webpage to see exactly what third, fourth and fifth graders are 

expected to know and be able to do independently.  It is imperative for the home-to-school 

partnership to be stronger than ever before.  If you did make it into the building for the Open 

House Meeting, I hope that you were also able to visit our renovated library where we can 

support project work and research here in school.  Please make sure that your children are 

practicing their math facts and are reading for information daily for homework.  Having stu-

dents read every day would be a tremendous help to our shared goals! 

Mrs. White and I have made many efforts to get around to all of the classrooms so 

that we are familiar faces.  Please call us if you find yourself needing assistance during the 

year and encourage your child to do the same.  As we all know, the happier and more com-

fortable we are, the more effective and focused we can be.  Should your child need some en-

couragement maintaining focus or following school rules, we may seek him or her out and 

provide some helpful reminders along with a call home to you.  We are both big believers in 

great communication. 

As we progress through the year, we eagerly look forward to watching your children 

grow and learn in all possible facets.  We are sure you will come to learn that this is an out-

standing faculty and staff at LADSBS.  If you don’t already know it, the people here are top 

rate, and we are really looking forward to another incredible year!   

 In parting, let us all heed the thoughts of William Arthur Ward who said: 
 

     The mediocre teacher tells.   

    The good teacher explains.   

    The superior teacher demonstrates.   

    The great teacher inspires. 

 

Mrs. Honeyman would like to share... 
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LADSBS 

Important  October 

Dates: 

 

4, 5      School Pictures 

6            Girls Volleyball 

 Clinic 6:00 pm 

9          Columbus Day 

            Schools Closed 

10-13   Spirit Week 

12          PTO Meeting- 

  MPHS 6:30 pm  

  Special Ed  

  Committee Mtg 

         7:30 pm General  

         Meeting  

13  Fire Prevention 

 Safety Program 

13 Monster Mash 

 6:00-8:00 pm 

14   Homecoming 

 Parade 1:30 pm 

               Homecoming 

 Game 2:30 pm 

17-18 4th Grade 

 Walking Tour 

 Field Trip 

19      PTO Halloween 

 On The Farm 

20 Rain Date - 4th 

 Grade Walking 

 Tour 

23-26  Book Fair 

 25    Board of Ed 

         Meeting 8:00 pm 

         @MPHS 

31     The Dirtmeister 

  Science Assembly 

         Grades 3, 4, & 5 

31     Safe Halloween   

  4:00-7:00 pm  

EVERY STUDENT MATTERS. . .EVERY MOMENT COUNTS 

http://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/Open%20House%202017-18b.pdf
http://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/clinicvb2.pdf
http://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/clinicvb2.pdf
http://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/monster%20mash%20flyer%202.pdf
http://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/monster%20mash%20flyer%202.pdf


 

 

 Third grade is off to a great start!  Our new school members are quickly becoming acclimated to their 

new school.  Newness is all around! They are excited about their new teachers, classrooms and  a real cafete-

ria!  Our classrooms are busy with the start of NEW lessons, relationships and supplies!   

 In Social Studies, we are reviewing geography skills.  Our students are eager to share places on the 

map of where they visited this summer!  In Math, we are learning our multiplication and division properties.  

The students are also learning different strategies to use when solving these problems. 

 We are eagerly awaiting our butterfly larvae.   We are preparing for their arrival 

by reading about caterpillars and creating a temporary home for them.  We look forward 

to viewing the daily changes of our caterpillars.  The life cycle truly will be amazing to 

watch.   We can’t wait to see a beautiful butterfly appear!   

 We are teaching and encouraging our students to use their organizers to stay on 

top of everything that is going on.  Organization helps lead to success!   

Third Grade Thoughts... 

Band News:   

 Ms. Kirby’s 5th Grade Band is excited to tune in for early morning band rehearsals every Tuesday and 

Thursday at 7:30 a.m. in the cafeteria.  Students need their book and instrument. 

 The 4th graders will begin playing their instruments now.  Remember to establish a practice routine so 

the young musicians can learn their notes!  Ms. Kirby is really excited to watch (and hear) everyone become a 

hardworking, dedicated musician! ♫ 

General Music: 

 Music Mania!  This trimester is focused on steady beat and gaining students’ confidence singing to-

gether as a class.  We are focusing on reviewing rhythms, solfege (Do, Re, Mi…) and brainstorming rhythms 

with autumn terms.  We are excited for a musical year! 

 

 

Orchestra News:   

 The 5th grade Orchestra is up and running, and we’re off to a fantastic start! We are putting together a 

wonderful winter concert.  Our lessons have begun as well, and most instruments are at home and ready to 

practice!  It is very important to get those minutes in, and helping your child set up a practice schedule will aid 

their success.  Sometimes, opening the case is the hardest part!  

5th Grade Chorus News: 

 Chorus this year is full of bright-eyed and energized students!!  Rehearsals are just starting, and we will 

be learning the correct ways to sing and keep our voices healthy. Always remember to practice!  Have your 

lyrics sheet out often and be singing wherever you go!  Also parents, keep your eyes out for an email about 

where your children can listen to their choral music and sing along!  
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Music Musings... 

Trustworthiness... 
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            WOW!  What a bright and beautiful start we have had to our school year! It was a pleasure meeting all 

the parents at Open House. Thank you for sharing our academic goals and our emphasis on 

character education for our fifth grade school year.  Communication is so vital to the success 

of your children, so please continue to stay involved and in touch with us! 

            We are in full swing in all academic areas.  In Social Studies, many classes have been 

working on studying the earliest settlers in the Western Hemisphere. We will also be working 

with documents and teaching the students how to read various documents and extract infor-

mation from them. On September 18, we acknowledged Constitution Day (which is September 17, a Sunday 

this year) by analyzing and discussing the importance of our country’s document that outlines our freedoms 

and rights.  

 In Literacy, we have jumped into our Journey’s reading anthologies.  Our first story, A Package for 

Mrs. Jewels, had most of our students giggling and snickering as they learned about humor, story structure and 

irony in fictional writing.  We have begun to set up our routines for vocabulary and grammar studies.  Remem-

ber to encourage your children to read at home as well! 

            We have also started to delve into our Science curriculum.  Many classes have started with a unit study 

on Rocks and Minerals.  Both students and teachers have had a blast with these hands-on opportunities to be-

come scientists in the classroom! 

  In Math, we are working on Place Value, Decimal Numbers and Problem Solving Strategies.  We have 

started to use place value charts to help us to multiply and divide decimals and whole numbers. We have also 

started to explore the idea of exponents.  Please encourage your children to continue practicing their multipli-

cation facts at home several times a week!  These MUST be memorized!   

 Lastly, we would like to thank all of our parents for sending your children to school with such healthy 

snacks and for being aware of our allergy alert classrooms.  “Smart” foods really DO help the children do their 

best thinking throughout the day!   

Fifth Grade Flash... 

 What a bright start to the school year in art!  I am so thankful for the warm welcome I received from 

the students here at LADSBS.  If you haven’t done so yet, please send your child in with a smock (an old t-

shirt is perfect) to keep clean during some of our more messy projects.  I will also always be grateful for dona-

tions of Wet Wipes, newspapers and quart-sized plastic soup containers.  Thank you in advance! 

 3rd Grade – Focusing on collaboration and team work, students worked hard to 

create an installation piece that reflects the school motto, “Every student matters . . . 

Every moment counts”. 

 4th Grade – What does the art of Kandinsky and the Aborigine people have in 

common?  Students took a closer look at how we can combine styles of art to create 

their own masterpieces. 

 5th Grade – Symmetry can be shown in all kinds of shapes.  We began the year by learning about rota-

tional symmetry while brushing up on our collage techniques. 

Art-I-Facts... 

LADSBS News... 

Respect... 



 

 

  Fourth graders are excited to be back at school, and everyone is looking forward to an outstand-

ing year!  Open School Night was a great success, and it was a pleasure meeting such wonderful parents and 

family members. 

 Grade four teachers have begun working on the foundation for our reading and writing workshops, and 

we’re excited to continue implementing our comprehensive Journeys program for ELA.  Students have also 

enjoyed listening to a number of wonderful read alouds which will enhance their listening skills. 

 Many fourth grade classes have also begun working on place value in 

math, and problem solving is a strategy that will be emphasized throughout the 

year. Students will always be reminded to show their work and label their an-

swers!  The students should also be encouraged to practice their math facts on a 

nightly basis as part of their homework routine.  In Social Studies, map skills 

begin the curriculum, and the study of New York State will be the central theme 

for grade four.  Science topics and hands-on labs at the beginning of the year 

include magnets and electricity. 

 Parents can help their fourth graders by signing organizers, looking over 

homework assignments, encouraging students to read each night and helping them remember their instruments 

on the day of their lessons.  Students know they are responsible for remembering the day and time of their mu-

sic lessons, and are held accountable for any work they miss while they are out of the classroom. 

 Grade four teachers and students have had a wonderful start to the school year, and we are looking for-

ward to many more exciting learning adventures! 
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Fourth Grade Focus... 

Responsibility... 

Physical Education Fun... 
Did you ever want to know more about how to play the game of volleyball?  Now you can…  

 

MILLER PLACE GIRLS VOLLYBALL TEAM AND COACHES 

Will be hosting a volleyball clinic for girls entering 3rd—8th grades 
 

Date:  October 6, 2017 

Time:  6:00—8:00 p.m. 

Where:  Miller Place High School Gym—Back Entrance 

Cost:  $20.00 

 

You will need to wear comfortable clothes and sneakers 

Bring a water bottle 

Please RSVP to hold a spot for your daughter at: 

MPGIRLSVOLLEYBALL@GMAIL.COM 

Space is limited so don’t wait! 

Min. 12 girls are needed 

 

mailto:MPGIRLSVOLLEYBALL@GMAIL.COM


 

 

  Abrasions, Cuts or Puncture Wounds 
 

Occasionally, your child may need to visit the health office if he/she receives an abrasion or 

cut during the school day.  The wound will be washed with soap and water and covered 

with a bandage.  As long as your child says they feel all right, they will return to class with 

instructions to show you the wound when they get home.   Openings in the skin such as 

abrasions (scrapes) or cuts need to be kept clean, dry and covered until the skin is healed to keep the wound 

from becoming infected. Remind your child to wash their hands before or after touching the wound. The band 

aid or gauze should be changed every day and more often if it becomes wet or dirty. It is normal for the wound 

to drain clear yellow or pink liquid in the beginning and to be sore when touched.  

 

When changing the bandage, it is important to look at the wound every day for signs of infection such as:  
 

 Increasing redness of the skin around the wound  

 Swelling of the area  

 Liquid coming from the wound that is making the bandage very wet, is thick, turns 

green or dark yellow and/or smells bad  

 Pain at the wound or in the part of the body where the wound is located  

 Skin is very warm around the wound  
 

If you see any of the above signs, or your child has a fever, call your doctor or health care provider!  
 

A wound infection may not always start right away, and some infections may be from germs (bacteria) that can 

cause very serious illness. It is VERY important to call your doctor or health care provider right away if you 

see any of the following in your child:  
 

 Fever (temperature at or over 101° on the thermometer) and/or chills  

 Pain, swelling, redness and warmth where the injury occurred which gets bad very  

quickly  

 Liquid coming from the wound that is making the bandage very wet, is thick, turns green, 

or dark yellow and/or smells bad.  

 Complains of stomach pain, decreased appetite, nausea or vomiting  

 Dizziness, light headed and/or headache  

 Confusion and/or weakness or sleeping a lot  

 Rash anywhere on body  

Nurse’s Note... 
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Fairness... 

Save the Date ... 

OCTOBER 13, 2017 

6:00—8:00 P.M. 

Miller Place High School 

  Admission $10/Student 

 

Activities, Raffles & Prizes!! 

Calling all AMPS & LADSBS Students! 

 

Join Miller Place High School and help 

conquer cancer. 

 

  All proceeds benefit Sloan Kettering 

Cancer Center in loving memory of     

Joshua Faithfull 

Click Here!! 

http://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/monster mash flyer 2.pdf
http://www.millerplace.k12.ny.us/files/filesystem/monster%20mash%20flyer%202.pdf


 

 

                    Making Math Count  
Great news! All students will be given a username and password for a FABULOUS new computer program 

called Reflex.  Here is some information from their site… 

Overview  
Reflex is an adaptive online system that helps students to become fluent 

with their math facts. Students who struggle to answer basic problems like 

15 – 6 and 8 × 7 will be able to answer these facts quickly and effortlessly.  

 

Math fact fluency  

The goal of Reflex is fact fluency. By “fluency” we mean that a student is 

able to retrieve the correct answers to facts from memory almost instantly. 

A student who needs to stop and think about the answer to a math fact isn’t fluent with that fact, even if she 

eventually arrives at the correct answer.  

 

 Is it important that students are able to answer facts this quickly? According to the research, yes! 

Multiple studies have shown that students who can automatically recall math facts are more capable prob-

lem solvers, learn new math skills more quickly and are more likely to succeed in their future mathematics 

courses. The NCTM, National Math Advisory Panel and other major educational organizations highlight 

math fact fluency as a central pillar of every student’s mathematics education.                

               Please log in @  https://www.reflexmath.com/ 

            Mr. Crabby can’t wait to meet all of you!! 
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Marvelous Math ... 

Caring... 

  October is Fire Safety Month!  Remember to review your  

family’s exit plan in the event of a fire at home! 
 

 Thank you to the Miller Place and Sound Beach Fire Departments 

for all they do to educate and protect our community. 

Fire Safety …     

Halloween Computer Fun 
Halloween Safety 
http://www.halloween-safety.com/  
Jack o’ Lantern Fun / Free Printable Pumpkin Stencils 

http://www.bhg.com/halloween/pumpkin-carving/printable-pumpkin-stencils/ 
Halloween Online Games 

http://www.primarygames.com/holidays/halloween/carving/carve.htm 

Technology Tips …     

https://www.reflexmath.com/
http://www.halloween-safety.com/
http://www.bhg.com/halloween/pumpkin-carving/printable-pumpkin-stencils/
http://www.primarygames.com/holidays/halloween/carving/carve.htm
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Citizenship... 

Character Clips... 
   It’s always so exciting to watch our new third graders walk through the 

front doors each year and eagerly become new members of the LADSBS 

“family”.  Although many have had brothers and sisters come through ahead of 

them (and who may indeed still be in the building), many more are new to the 

building or are new to the Miller Place/Sound Beach community entirely.  It’s 

amazing how quickly they make new friends, and adapt to their new teachers 

and schedules.  Most importantly, during our recent school-wide assemblies, 

our Behavior Counselor, Miss Kohlmann, and I challenged our students to take 

a moment each day to consider how they might make our school motto “Every 

Student Matters... Every Moment Counts” come alive each day.   

 From the smiles in the hallway, to the students reaching out to others to make new friends, and before 

we know it we will be kicking off our annual Thanksgiving Food Drive.  It seems we are off to a pretty great 

start for the 2017-2018 school-year! 

Speech Stirrings … 

Sound Development (Articulation) in Children 

 Researchers use two different methodologies to determine the age of speech-sound acquisition 

including cross-sectional and longitudinal studies. 

 In some studies, sounds produced correctly 100% of the time were considered mastered, but for 

others the criterion was 75% of the time. Some researchers required the mastery level to be met in all 

word positions, whereas others were concerned only with the initial and final word positions. 

 Despite the variability in criteria, some general agreement yields a few overall conclusions about 

the acquisition of individual sounds. 

 Nasals /m, n, ng/, stops /p, b, t, k, g/, and glides /w, y/ are acquired the earliest, followed by frica-

tives /f, v, s, z, sh, zh/, voiced and voiceless /th/, affricatives /ch, j/ and then liquids /l, r/. (Sander, 1972).  

PTO News. ... 

Have you joined the Miller Place PTO?  Please don’t miss out on the great opportunity to be 

part of a group that does so much for the Miller Place students.  The PTO donates thousands of 

dollars every year to LADSBS to support assemblies, projects, clubs and more!  The annual 

PTO membership drive is now underway.   2017-18 membership applications are available on 

the PTO web site: www.mppto.com. 
 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION: Box tops are in your cabinet!  Send them in to your child’s classroom teach-

er and the PTO will get $$$$ to help support our children’s programs.   

 

http://www.mppto.com


 

 

 

Central Office Administration 

Dr. Marianne Cartisano, Superintendent of Schools 
Seth Lipshie, Deputy Superintendent 

Susan Hodun, Assistant Superintendent 
Sandra Wojnowski, Executive Director for Educational Services 

Colleen Card, School Business Official 
Ron Petrie, Administrator for Physical Education, Health,  

Athletics and Intramurals 
Kurt Roth, Administrator for Instruction and Data Reporting 

Barbara A. Weir, Director of Technology 
Dennis Warsaw, Director of Facilities 

Tina Dillon, Administrator for Pupil Personnel Services 
Donald Pearce, District Treasurer  
     Patricia Morbillo, District Clerk 

 Please put your child’s first name, last name and teacher’s name on all bus notes. 

 Be sure to have photo identification with you when picking up your child from 

school.  Be mindful that children being picked up from 2:30 on will be dismissed 

from the cafeteria. Parking is on the AMPS upper playground. 

 Please consider providing healthy snacks and lunches.  We discourage the consump-

tion of soda and candy during the school day. 

 Call the attendance office directly (474-2721) if your child is unable to attend 

school.   

 Please contact your child’s teacher with any question or concerns!  Communication 

is paramount to our combined success! 

“The sum of us is greater than 
all our parts.” 
Maya Angelou 

 

 

Helpful Hints... 

 

 Schools will be closed on:  

 

 October 9th in observance of Columbus Day 

 

Don’t Forget . . . 

EVERY STUDENT MATTERS. . .EVERY MOMENT COUNTS 

Board of Education 

Johanna Testa, President 
Richard Panico, Vice President 
Noelle Dunlop, Trustee 
Keith Frank Trustee 
Lisa Reitan, Trustee 


